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Why did you want to do a gap year?

B: “I didn’t want to, I was applying for medicine and people told me med schools don’t like it. I didn’t think it was right for me. But at Soul Survivor in a worship time I asked God that if it was right for me to do a gap year that he would give me peace about it. I felt really peaceful about it, so started looking. I was interested in healthcare, youth work and community and wanted to go with a Christian organization. A friend had been with Oasis so I looked at them and liked what I saw on the website.”

H: “I had been to South Africa as a child and always wanted to come back and I always wanted to do something, make a difference. My Church told me about Oasis. I heard from a friend on Facebook who I hadn’t heard from for 3 years and she had just come back from Zimbabwe with Oasis and told me about it.”

N: “I planned to do a gap year after my A levels, I applied to a company and was accepted and was going to work in Tibet. They changed their mind because I couldn’t see, even though I had told them about it from the beginning. They looked for other placements that I could go to and the only placement they could offer was at a school for visually impaired students in Poland which wasn’t what I wanted to do. I didn’t look at Christian organisations because I wasn’t a Christian at that point, so I ended up going straight to University. In February I met a girl at a University retreat who had been on a summer team to Uganda with Oasis, she said she had enjoyed it, so I thought I would look at Oasis. The Oasis team were fine when I told them about my vision, I wanted to go to Africa and they spoke to the teams and got back to me saying that South Africa was the best place for me to go.”
C: “I didn’t want to do a gap year but was at a Christian festival and they were talking about a short experience that people could get involved with. I felt that this wasn’t enough, as it was only a couple of days. I prayed about it that week and felt called to do a gap year. I went to another Christian Festival and heard Steve Chalke preach. I spoke to him afterwards and asked about gap years. He said he was doing a talk about ‘What Oasis Does’ that evening so I went to the talk and it was exactly what I wanted to do. I was happy that is was South Africa as it was where I wanted to go. Since being here I have changed what I want to do at Uni from Politics to Development.”

B: “I went to Macedonia with my church when I was 17 and loved it. I really came out of my shell. I was pretty sure from then on that God wanted me to do something like that but for longer. I looked at a lot of organisations and Oasis spoke to me most. I spoke to people on the Oasis stand at Spring Harvest and this seemed right. I applied and asked God if he what he wanted me to do this, to give me a sign. On the selection day, I met a friend who I hadn’t seen for a long time who had been to the same school and church as me and also lived just down the road. Also the bible passage that we worked on that day was Isaiah 58 which is close to my heart and was a passage that was given to my church.”

What would you say to someone who was thinking about a gap year but worried about the cost?

“Pray about it, be passionate about why you are going when you are fundraising.”

Why South Africa?

B: “The project is not just one thing, there is really nice variety. There are different projects for the areas we are interested in. C is interested in Community Development, H – Anenatal and N Skills for Life – it is all catered for.”

C: “In Steve’s talk he said Oasis can provide an opportunity for what you want to do, whatever it is.”

What were your expectations before you arrived?

N: “I thought Cosmo City would be really noisy and busy but it is quiet.”

H: “I came with an open mind.”

C: “It was hard to find pictures on the internet of Cosmo City – it didn’t really give you a feel for it.”

What have you learnt about yourself so far?

B: “I have learnt to chill out more and go with the flow. Sometimes you have to improvise as plans change. You have to work with a few materials rather than the abundance we would have in the UK, and you have to adapt and be more creative. I have learnt patience, it’s a different culture and people are different and that’s ok. Also, getting used to living with everyone else as people have different habits.”

H: “I have been taken out of my comfort zone. Being away from stuff at home I realise who I am, I am more confident to talk about God and religion in a more open way.”

N: “I have learnt that I can actually talk to kids. I don’t really have much contact with kids at home, but have enjoyed it here.”
H: “I work with children at home and I have been tested by the children here as there manners are different to how they would be back home. But is it really nice that you can hug children and really express yourself here.”

C: “At one of the HIV support sessions a little girl recognized me from one of the pre-schools and jumped up onto my lap and hugged me. You could never do that with a child back home.” 

C: “I think it’s the little things, not the big things. The community needs a hospital so my solution would be to put a hospital right in the centre, but its getting in there and helping, doing the little things with what you have.”
B: “I think we have learnt about our passions as there is such a wide variety of work here. There is something for everyone. The healthcare has made B think about being a nurse and the Antenatal stuff for H. It makes you think about the UK and what you can do there, or if you would want to come back.”
B: “You discover things about yourself – your weaknesses and your strengths. Stepping out of your boat.”

What have you learnt about your faith?

C: ‘Godincidences’  - keep happening. Things that happen could be coincidences but there are too many of them for God not to be involved.”
H: “There have been incidences when I have thought, that was God. I was thinking about Midwifery and thought that I couldn’t do it, and then I was on my own in the clinic until 4pm one day and I thought that was God telling me that I can do it. I don’t get that at home, I would probably just think it was a coincidence, but I feel closer to God here.”
H: “I have a lot more beliefs and know a lot more than I thought I did, I didn’t have as much opportunity to talk about it before.”

B: “Being away from distractions and your parents and church you realise that you are on your own and realise the faith you do have. It’s no longer inherited from others. You have to motivate yourself about having quiet time etc.”

C: “Isolation makes you think about your faith more. Back homes my religious life rotates around my life, whereas here my life rotates around my religious life.”

H: “Back home I have a lot of non-Christian friends, being here with working with Christians we have the same beliefs behind everything, it’s really comforting. Here I have said I feel like a have a calling towards something, at home I would have said I think I would like to look into doing that.”
What has been the best thing about being here to far?

B: “The best experience has been the first HIV test I did and being able to say that it was negative. In general I think it has been becoming more confident in the strengths I have, not hiding behind things that I could at home – having to step out.”

H: “I think the best experience is wearing stupid glasses (in our ‘Wonderful Me’ session) and telling maybe 100 kids in one morning, that they have potential. Also, Child X’s graduation from primary school.”

N: “The morning we got here we were taken to the Hub and the Skills for Life Students were in the garage, we were introduced as the new team and the students started clapping. It felt like we were really here. You couldn’t imagine a bunch of 20 year olds in the UK doing that. Also, the spirituality session I did with the Skills for Life Students, talking about how they can trust in God, and talking to them about it afterwards – they were really genuine about it.”
C: “Visiting Diepsloot church was an amazing experience.”
What has been the most challenging thing?

B: “Not having your support network here, friends who I would call up and ask their opinion on things, parents to reassure you.”

C: “When you go away you expect there to be a culture shock at the beginning of the trip, but I think here it is a culture shock all the way through. 10 minutes one way there is Itsoseng the informal settlement and 10 minutes the other way there is an air conditioned mall. Itsoseng is a desperate place when you see it but then you meet the people, it’s an amazing community. You continuously see different things; there is a contrast in absolutely everything out here. When we get back to the UK I think we will have a little less of a culture shock than we would have had from some other places perhaps as we have lived comfortably and had a TV etc here, but I think the culture shock has been constant while we are here.”
H: “Seeing a man in one of the RDP houses (housing given by the government) who had TB and HIV. His liver was so weak that the medication was not having a good effect. He was so sick, it was horrible to see. We got him picked up by an ambulance to go to hospital but they would just give him medication and send him home so that he didn’t die in the hospital. He has as much right to die in comfort as anyone.”

N: “On the community health visits, people are so sick so we tell them to come to the clinic but they aren’t able to walk there and can’t afford the transport. It would be around 50p and we would just spend that on a bar of chocolate without thinking about it.”

B: “When you go into a house and someone is so sick, you don’t know what to say to them. It’s sad as we can come back to our nice house and detach ourselves from these things. That is the thing with South Africa, the rich can so easily detach themselves from what’s going on down the road.”

H: “It’s really hard when the community health workers visit someone who needs medication but they only believe in traditional healing. That wouldn’t even be an issue in the UK.”
C: “In Cosmo City there is so much hope for some with the RDP houses, but for some it has come too late. There might be one house where the people are bright and cheery and music is playing, but down the road there is a man lying in his house who is really sick and it has come to late for him. So much hope colliding with despair.”
C: “In the UK people have heard of HIV and that it is a disease, but don’t realise the stigma it has out here. It’s like a plague hanging over the whole place.”

What would you say to someone thinking about doing a gap year?

“Go for it, do it”

B: “I am loving it, but equally it’s not right for everyone. Pray about it, don’t expect someone to come up to you with a prophetic word – talk to your friends about it, look into it.”
H: “Pray over it, don’t be scared, if it’s right you will find the right one.”

What would you say about a gap year with Oasis?

“I love the values and ethos. It has the right values for mission”

“For someone who wants to do a gap year, Oasis definitely has the right spin on it.”

“They don’t view you as a volunteer but as a person, which is great as it’s a big decision.”

“At my interview the first thing they did was pray for me and that the interview would go well.”

“They care about you as a person who is on a journey with God, not what you can do for them.”

“You are treated as an Oasis member of staff, part of the Oasis family not just as a student.”
