General Information on India

apital: New Delhi oy P r———
Currency: Indian rupee (INR) f&"'@a o
Population: 1,065,070,607 Ry,
Language: English enjoys associate status but is the most important |ug. @ Nea. gogo e

language for national, political, and commercial communica
tion; Hindi is the national language and primary tongue of [ wime e

30% of the population; there are 14 other official languages ‘“’4'5-7'?{;«“ o
Religion: Hindu 81.3%, Muslim 12%, Christian 2.3%, Sikh 1.9%, oW
Life Expectancy: 65 years ":“ﬁc‘”hi':fj:m
Infant mortality: 52.29 deaths/1,000 live births e Y ﬁ@;
Living with AIDS: 5.1 million
Literacy: Male: 70.2%, female: 48.3%

India has a hot, humid climate year-round, with seasonal monsoon rains. These are mainly from
June—September, but in Southern India they can start and finish later. Bangalore is cooler than Mum-
bai and Chennai because of its higher altitude.

We split the Summer Team into smaller groups who are placed in one of Oasis India’s base cities;

Mumbai, Bangalore or Chennai, to help with a variety of projects. The majority of the work is with chil-
dren and young people, running games, activities, sports sessions, or teaching English / Maths / Life
Skills. In 2010 we plan to run a 2-week team to Mumbai focusing on our work with women coming out
of prostitution, whilst the 5 week groups will be based at other projects.

In all cities the teams will stay in accommodation which will be arranged for you by Oasis India. In
Mumbai and Bangalore this is usually a guesthouse, but the Chennai teams have a flat.

On arrival you will have few days’ orientation in your placement city, in which you will be introduced to
the city, the various Oasis projects and staff.

You will have 1 day off a week, with which you can go shopping, go to the cinema, use Internet cafes,
eat out in restaurants or go sight seeing. A lot of your work will be early in the mornings or later in the
afternoons/evenings, so the previous teams have found napping in the day to be helpful!

Indian culture is conservative, so women will need to wear salwar kameezes most of the time (loose
trousers, tunic and scarf). These can be bought cheaply on arrival in India, and are bright and colour-
ful, and very comfortable to wear in the heat. For men, western clothes are most often worn, but a tunic
-style outfit can be bought for special occasions.

Dates: 22nd- 24th July (training) 24th July—7th August or 1st September

Cost: £1500 for 2 weeks, £1800 for 5 weeks)

For more information ~ www.oasisindia.org




|The Vision

Oasis India works for the transformation and empowerment of individuals and communities through
projects based on advocacy, health care, education, rehabilitation, training and resourcing.

From women sold to brothels to children affected by HIV to families living in slum areas, Oasis India
works with some of the most marginalized and vulnerable people in India’s cities. Relationships are at
the heart of our work. Each individual we work with is precious and we try to help them live as full a life

as possible.

India’s cities and slums are growing rapidly as people come searching for work. We are working with
two slum communities in Mumbai, four in Chennai and two in Bangalore. Our projects include women’s
self help groups, computing classes, pre-school classes, homework clubs, adult literacy, advocacy
work and football coaching. Many projects are now staffed by community members themselves, and
Global Teams in all three cities assist in these different activities.

We run pre-school classes for the under fives where the children have fun and also get a good founda-
tion before going to school. Our computer training and tailoring courses give
students the confidence and skills to get a good job. We encourage school ||
drop-outs to finish their education through the national open school, and run
tutorial classes to help young people pass their exams.

P

Those living in slum communities can be scared of visiting the doctor. Health . ;r
visitors go door to door, gaining trust, offering advice and helping people to
visit doctors and get medicine. We also help community groups with their ad-

vocacy work, ensuring they get whatever they are entitled to and that their ™

Aruna & Purnata Bhavan

rights are respected.

Staff at our Aruna project visit brothels in Mumbai, making friends with girls who have been trafficked.
They help them access healthcare and teach literacy and other skills at their drop in centre. Aruna also
runs a halfway home for women who have left prostitution. Here they receive counselling, education
and skills training. Global Teams to Mumbai are sometimes placed at Aruna, helping to befriend and
support the girls.

Jacob’s Well

Purnata Bhaven is a short-term residential home for women and children af-
fected by HIV/AIDS, about 4 hours from Mumbai. Global teams are often &
placed here, helping with all aspects of day-to-day life.

Global teams have been involved with the vocational training programme Ja- [& :
cobs Well, where women from local communities in Mumbai, Bangalore and
Chennai are trained in tailoring. The aim of this project is to care holistically for




